Inside you are filled with plunder and evil
TUESDAY OCTOBER 13 (Lk 11,37-41)

The Lord always revealed to his prophets the great idolatry and immorality of those who were at the head of his people. Reading Ezekiel one remains speechless. Idolatry was also practiced in the temple of the Lord: “In the sixth year, on the fifth day of the sixth month, as I was sitting in my house, with the elders of Judah sitting before me, the hand of the Lord GOD fell upon me there. I looked up and there was a figure that looked like a man. Downward from what looked like his waist, there was fire; from his waist upward, like the brilliance of polished bronze. He stretched out the form of a hand and seized me by the hair of my head. The spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and brought me in divine vision to Jerusalem to the entrance of the inner gate facing north where the statue of jealousy that provokes jealousy stood.  There I saw the glory of the God of Israel, like the vision I had seen in the plain. He said to me: Son of man, lift your eyes to the north! I looked to the north and there in the entry north of the altar gate was this statue of jealousy. He asked, Son of man, do you see what they are doing? Do you see the great abominations that the house of Israel is practicing here, so that I must depart from my sanctuary? You shall see even greater abominations! Then he brought me to the entrance of the courtyard, and there I saw a hole in the wall. Son of man, he ordered, dig through the wall. I dug through the wall — there was a doorway. Go in, he said to me, and see the evil abominations they are doing here. I went in and looked — figures of all kinds of creeping things and loathsome beasts, all the idols of the house of Israel, pictured around the wall. Before them stood seventy of the elders of the house of Israel. Among them stood Jaazaniah, son of Shaphan, each with censer in hand; a cloud of incense drifted upward. Then he said to me: Do you see, son of man, what the elders of the house of Israel are doing in the dark, each in his idol chamber? They think: “The LORD cannot see us; the LORD has forsaken the land.” He said: You will see them practicing even greater abominations. Then he brought me to the entrance of the north gate of the house of the LORD. There women sat and wept for Tammuz. He said to me: Do you see this, son of man? You will see other abominations, greater than these! 

Then he brought me into the inner court of the house of the LORD. There at the door of the LORD’s temple, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men with their backs to the LORD’s temple and their faces toward the east; they were bowing eastward to the sun. He said: Do you see, son of man? Are the abominable things the house of Judah has done here so slight that they should also fill the land with violence, provoking me again and again? Now they are putting the branch to my nose! Therefore I in turn will act furiously: my eye will not spare, nor will I take pity. Even if they cry out in a loud voice for me to hear, I shall not listen to them.” (Ez 8,1-18). To this hidden, secret idolatry and immorality corresponded a superb and majestic cult. The outside was covered with every beauty. The interior was full of every iniquity. The face was beautiful. The heart was rotting. 

At that time, After Jesus had spoken, a Pharisee invited him to dine at his home. He entered and reclined at table to eat. The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not observe the prescribed washing before the meal. The Lord said to him, “Oh you Pharisees! Although you cleanse the outside of the cup and the dish, inside you are filled with plunder and evil. You fools! Did not the maker of the outside also make the inside? But as to what is within, give alms, and behold, everything will be clean for you.
This was the spiritual condition of the Pharisees in Jesus’ time. They cleaned their hands and face. They washed the body, while within the heart, in the soul, and in the spirit every iniquity reigned, the fruit of that idolatry that had denied every truth of their God and Lord. In the eyes of men the heart remains veiled, but not so in the eyes of Christ the Lord, who sees with the eyes of the Holy Spirit. They murmur and despise Jesus who does not do ablutions before taking food. This murmuring and contempt are also the fruit of their rotten and spiritually rotting hearts. Jesus sees this state of theirs and reveals it, so that they may have the opportunity to reflect and convert. 
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make our heart to be decorated of Heavenly purity.
